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The Tolkappiyam (Tamil: Q&Med&SMNIWLD) is 3 work on the grammar of the Tamil language and the earliest extant work of Tamil literature written by Tholtappizar 1] It is written in the
form of noowpas or short formulaic compositions and comprises three hooks — the Ezhuttadikaram, the Soliadikaram and the Poruladikaram. Each of these books is further divided into nine
chapters sach. WWhile the exact date of the work is not known, based on linguistic and other evidence, it has been dated variously between 3rd century BCE and the 3rd century CE. Some
modern scholars prefer to date it not as a single entity but in parts or layers [2]
Tolisappiyam, deals with orthography, phonalogy, morphology, semantics, prasody and the subject matter of literature. The Tolkappiyam classifies the Tamil language into sentasmi! and
koduntamii. The former refers to the classical Tamil used almost exclusively in literary works and the latter refers to the dialectal Tamil, spoken by the people in the various regions of ancient
Tamilagam.[#

Tolkappiyam categatises alphabet into consonants and vowels by analysing the syllables. It grammatizes the use of words and ayntaxes and mowes into higher modes of language analysis
The Tolkappiyam formulated thirty phonemes and three dependent sounds for Tamil.
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2 Date
2.1 Dates proposed
3 Authorship
4 Commentaries
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5.1 Ezhuththathigaaram
5.2 Sollathigaaram
4.3 Porulathigaaram
5 See also
7 References
8 External links

Etymology of the name [edit]

The name TolkZopisam derived from the combination of the two words Tonmai and &3ppivam. Tonmal means ancientness and Kappiam means literature.

Derivation of ToifZppisanm from root words as per the rules defined in Nanndl verse 138051
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o Distributed Proof-reading
Electronic wersions of printed tests (abbreviated as Etests) of ancient literary works are important pedagoic and scholarly resources, Stored in easily accessible archives, they permit

preservation and wider distribution of ancient literary works around the globe through the means of internet. Etests of literary works also allow quick search for phrases, words, and In Unicade Tamil
n Unicode Tami

binat fwords | lit k. Th ject tly acti Id-wide that attempts to put in electronic fi tlit ks, .
combinations of words in any literary work, There are many projects currently active world-wide that attempts to put in electronic form ancient literary works « List of PM works (sortable)

Project Madurai iz an open and voluntary initiative to callect and publish free electronic editions of ancient tamil literary classics, This means either typing-in or scanning old books and In TSCII Tamil
archiving the text in one of the most readily accessible formats ("ETEXTS") for use on all popular computer platforms, &l etexts will be distributed in both web/html and PDF formats.- + List of PM warks (sartable)

Distributed through the World Wide Web servers , anyone located anywhere may download a copy for personal use or read what we publish on the intermnet, free of charge.

Since its launch in 1998, Project Madurai etexts are released in Tamil script form as per TSCII (Tamil Script Code for Information Interchange) encoding, Since 2004 we have started releasing Email
etexts in Tamil unicode as well, o pradural 4T gmail DOT com
Mailing list

The project will be coordinated by a handful of volunteers, most of which have Project Madurai 5 as their hobby, just like youl Anyone who would like to contribute can join this project. Simply « PMadura (¥ahoo groups)

send an email note to Project Coordinators,
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Etext Freparation & FPDF version: Dr. K. Ealyanasundaram, Lavusanne, Switzerland
Proof-reading & "Web wersion: IWr. I.D. Logasundaram, Chennai, Taminadu

This webpage presents the Etext in Tamil script but in Unicode encoding

Teo wiew the Tamil text correctly wou need to set up the following:

11 Touneed te have Unicode fonts containing Tamil Block (Latha,

Arial Unicede IME, TECu_Inaimathi, Code2000, Uniliylai, ..} installed on your computer
and the OF capable of rendening Tarnil Scripts (Windeows 2000 or "Windows ).

ii)TTse a browser that is capable of handling TITF-£2 based pages
(IMetscape &, Internet Explorer 50 with the TUnicode Tamil fontchosen as the default font for the UTF-8 char-set/encoding wiew.
In casze of difficulties send an email request to kalyan@geocities com o kumar@wt edu

60T Project Madurai 1999 - 2004

Project MMadurai is an open, veluntary, worldwide initiative deveted to preparation of electronic texts of tamil literary works and to distribute them free on the Internet. Details of Preoject Madural are available at the website http/fwrwer tamil net'projectmadurad

Tou are welcome to fieely distribute this file, provided this header page is kept intact.

tolk Appiyam -part I - ezuttatikAram (in Tamil Script, TSCII format)
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